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GOVERNOR’S  HIGHWAY  SAFETY  ADVISORY  COivffwITTEE 


COMMONWEALTH  OF  PENNSYLVANIA 


HARRIS  BUFIG 


JOHN  S.  FINE,  GOVERiNOR 


SUGGESTED  PROGRAIvi  ACTIVITIES  FOR  INDIVIDUALS  AND  GROUPS 
COOPERATING  IN  THE  COMMONWEALTH’S  "SLOl^ADOVi/N"  CAlviPAIGN 
DURING  JUNE,  JULY  AND  AUGUST,  1953 


Governor  John  S.  Fine  was  one  of  the  11  Governors  who 


recently  signed  a proclamation  declaring  warfare  upon  those 
thoughtless  and  discourteous  drivers  who  through  their  lack  of 
self-control  v^hen  driving  a car  are  so  prone  to  wreck  the  lives  and 
property  of  others.  The  attached  information  statement  from  the 
Northeastern  State  Safety  Coordinators  tells  you  why  the  theme  of 
"Speed  Control"  was  selected  for  this  campaign, 

BASIS  FOR  PROC.FAi\> 

During  these  favorite  vacation  months,  Pennsylvania’s  many 
scenic  wonders,  combined  with  its  excellent  highway  system  will 
bring  thousands  of  tourists  into  the  state  and  send  many  of  our 
own  citizens  traveling.  It  is  obvious  that  the  resultant  increase 
in  travel  will  mean  more  accident  exposure,  more  strain  on  driver’s 
nerves  and  muscles.  Too  frequently  the  results  will  be  increased 
numbers  of  accidents,  a great  many  of  which  will  be  chargeable,  at 
least  in  part,  to  lack  of  speed  control  --  that  is,  the  driver’s 
failure  to  take  into  consideration  the  condition  of  the  car,  road, 
traffic,  weather  and  his  own  physical  and  mental  condition.  Rec- 
ognizing this,  the  State  Safety  Coordinators  of  Northeastern 
United  States  have  agreed  to  coordinate  their  efforts  in  a con- 
certed program  to  make  the  motorist  think  before  he  gets  behind  the 
wheel  of  a car.  They  want  to  insure  that  drivers  will  "Slow  Down 
and  Live," 
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COTJF  E RAT  I NG  AGENCIES 


For  the  Pennsylvania  part  of  this  campaign,  the  Governor’s 
highway  Safety  Advisory  Committee,  Pennsylvania  Bureau  of  Highway 
Safety,  Department  of  Public  Instruction,  the  Department  of  High- 
ways, and  Pennsylvania  State  Police  will  cooperate  with  the 
National  Safety  Council  and  the  Northeastern  State  Safety  Co- 
ordinators and  vyill  receive  in  turn  cooperation  from  them  and  from 
many  other  groups  both  state  and  local. 

Some  of  the  major  cooperating  organizations  are  the 
Pennsylvania  Chiefs  of  Police  Association,  the  Pennsylvania  Motor 
Federation,  the  Keystone  Auto  Club,  the  Pennsylvania  Motor  Truck 
Association,  the  Pennsylvania  Association  of  Insurance  Agents, 
Association  of  Casualty  and  Surety  Companies,  the  Standard  Oil 
Coi.:pany,  the  Outdoor  Advertising  Association  of  Pennsylvania,  the 
Pennsylvania  Newspaper  Publishers  Association,  Federal  Safety 
Council  and  many  local  and  regional  safety  councils, 

LEAFLETS 


The  Northeastern  State  Safety  Coordinators  have  designed 
a leaflet  entitled  "To  Fveally  Enjoy  Your  Journey,  Slow  Down  and 
Live" . Large  quantities  v;ill  be  distributed  in  Pennsylvania,  A 
sample  of  this  leaflet  is  attached.  Local  police  officials  will 
initially  receive  a limited  number  of  these  leaflets  in  a quantity 
based  on  the  community  population.  Additional  quantities  will  be 
furnished  to  any  individual  or  group  that  can  put  them  to  good 
use.  Just  write  to  this  office  or  use  the  handy  order  form 
attached.  Distribute  the  leaflets  directly  to  motorists  or  place 
them  in  hotels,  restaurants,  service  stations,  motels,  etc,  where 
motorists  are  likely  to  stop.  If  possible,  please  order  in  units 
of  50  or  m.ore. 
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Another  leaflet  for  this  campaign  is  "SPEED--ROAD  TO 
DEmTH" . This  leaflet  describes  in  graphic  terms  just  what  part 
speed  plays  in  traffic  accidents  in  Pennsylvania  and  Vv'hat  the 
penalty  often  is  for  the  motorist  involved.  The  leaflet  is 
available  from  this  office  at  no  charge. 

"KILLER  HORSES"  is  another  leaflet  which  tells  in  an 
interesting  and  different  manner  just  what  part  speed  control  plays 
in  the  average  person’s  driving  habits  and  hov;  dangerous  a driver 
becomes  when  he  fails  to  recognize  the  need  for  self-control. 

This  leaflet  may  be  obtained  from  this  office  or  from  the  All-State 
Insurance  Company  of  Philadelphia. 

"PASS,  FRIEND"  relates  the  subject  of  speed  to  passing 
distances.  A motorist’s  exposure  to  danger  increases  consider- 
ably when  he  is  engaged  in  passing  another  car.  Look  at  the  fig- 
ures in  this  leaflet  and  see  how  big  a chance  you  take  when  you 
pass  a car  at  60  m.p.h.  Some  of  the  figures  vyill  amaze  you.  This 
pamphlet  may  be  obtained  from  this  office  or  write  to  the  Aetna 
Casualty  and  Surety  Company,  Hartford,  Connecticut, 

"DEATFi  STILL  RACING  SPEED"  is  the  latest  publication  of 
T,  Elmer  Transeau,  Director,  Pennsylvania  Bureau  of  Highway 
Safety,  In  this  pamphlet  Director  Transeau  again  analyzes  the 
role  of  high  speed  on  the  highways  of  our  nation.  This  is  an 
authoritative  article  and  definitely  puts  the  finger  on  too  much 
speed  as  the  culprit  in  too  many  traffic  accidents.  This  was 
distributed  in  late  may,  1953  but  a limited  supply  is  still 
available  from  this  office. 


NEV/SPaPERS 


Through  your  new'spapers,  help  to  advise  the  citizens  of 
your  community  w'hat  to  do  about  speeding  and  hov;  to  plan  their 
vacation  trips.  Drive  home  the  fact  that  while  vacations  are 
usually  the  time  to  relax  it  is  best  not  to  let  the  bars  down  too 
far  when  driving.  During  these  vacation  months,  Pennsylvania’s 
excellent  highway  system  will  bring  more  and  more  travelers  on 
to  our  highways.  Good  weather, together  with  the  good  highways, 
usually  provides  an  incentive  for  excessive  speed. 
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Statistics  prove  that  you  are  seven  times  more  likely  to  die  of 
your  injuries  at  60  m.peh,  than  if  you  are  injured  in  an  accident 
at  20  m.p.h.  Other  statistics  relative  to  speed  are  found  in  the 
attached  publications.  Discuss  some  of  these  points  with  the 
editor  of  your  local  newspaper.  Ask  him  to  write  an  editorial 
or  series  of  feature  articles  on  the  subject.  Other  features 
can  be  based  on  planned  vacation  of  prominent  citizens  and  how  they 
plan  to  minimize  driving  hazards, 

A series  of  unsponsored  newspaper  ads  are  issued  each 
month.  Those  for  June  and  July  are  on  the  subject  of  Speed  Con- 
trol and  Vacation  Driving,  Mats  of  these  ads  have  been  mailed  to 
all  newspapers  that  are  members  of  the  Pennsylvania  Newspaper 
Publishers  Association,  Other  newspapers  may  obtain  them  by 
writing  to  this  office.  These  ads  are  prepared  for  sponsorship 
either  by  the  local  newspaper  or  by  some  local  organization.  Ask 
the  editor  of  your  local  newspaper  to  print  these  ads  and^  where 
possible,  help  to  obtain  support  of  local  business  organizations 
to  pay  for  the  ad. 

A series  of  about  four  general  news  releases  on  activities 
in  the  11-state  area  will  be  issued  by  the  Northeastern  State 
Safety  Coordinators,  Additional  news  releases  will  be  issued 
about  Pennsylvania  safety  activities.  These  releases  should  be 
supplemented  by  giving  your  local  newspaper  information  about 
activities  being  carried  on  at  the  community  and  county  level. 

RADIO 


Time  for  a number  of  transcribed  spot  announcements  has 
been  purchased  but  radio  stations  receive  these  spot  announcements 
on  a rotating  basis  so  that  if  some  local  stations  do  not  have 
the  spots  this  month  they  will  receive  them  later.  In  addition, 
the  National  Safety  Council  furnished  each  radio  station  with  a 
series  of  written  spot  announcements.  The  following  radio  sta- 
tions are  donating  broadcast  time  for  a new  series  of  15  minute 
transcribed  safety  dramatizations; 
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Digitized  by  the  Internet  Archive  ’ . . > ‘ ' 

- ^ ^ • in  2017  with  funding  frohi' 

This  project  is  made  possible  by  a grant  from  the  Institute  of  Museum  and  Library  Services  as  administered  by  the  Pennsylvania  Department  of  Education-through  the  Office  of  Commonwealth  libraries 


https://archive.org/details/suggestedprogram00penn_0 
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WILKES  BARP.E 

ViCAU 

PHILADELPHIA 

KDKA 

PITTS PURGH 

NEST 

EASTON 

VMP 

HARRISBURG 

The 

program  themes 

during  June  and  July  are  Speed  Con- 

trol 

and  Vacation  Driving. 

Try  to  incorporate  a local  program 

with 

these  broadcasts.  Although  the 

radio  stations  are  supplied 

with 

transcribed  opening  and 

1 closing 

announcements,  local 

program  material  may  be  substituted.  The  credit  line  is  not 
nearly  so  important  as  the  message,  A five  minute  interview- type 
script  is  enclosed  for  your  use.  If  you  should  wish  to  partici- 
pate in  the  program,  or  know  of  someone  who  wishes  to  make  a 
traffic  safety  broadcast,  this  script  can  be  easily  adapted  to 
local  use.  Each  radio  station  is  being  supplied  v^ith  a copy  of 
this  script  plus  2 others, 

TELEVISION 

Each  television  station  has  been  notified  of  this  cam- 
paign and  given  a list  of  traffic  safety  films  which  have  been 
cleared  for  television  use  and  which  are  available  from  this 
office.  Many  new  television  stations  are  seeking  program 
material  and  this  is  an  opportunity  to  obtain  support  for  local 
programs.  Help  your  local  television  station  set  up  a regular 
safety  feature , 

FILMS 

See  the  attached  list  of  films  which  are  recommended  for 
use  during  this  campaign.  This  list  also  is  being  distributed 
to  all  police  chiefs.  There  is  no  charge  for  use  of  these  films 
except  for  return  postage.  Projection  equipment  is  usually 
available  from  local  school  officials,  state  police  or  service 
clubs , 
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OUTDOOR  ADVERTISING 
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iMany  dealers  have  agreed  to  donate  space  for  safety 
posters.  Contact  your  local  dealer  for  information.  Try  to  get 
one  of  these  posters  erected  near  your  community,  A special 
ceremony  can  easily  be  arranged  when  the  poster  is  first  shown 
to  the  public.  Probably  the  name  of  your  local  chief  of  police 
can  be  added  to  the  signature  on  the  poster.  In  addition  to  this 
space  being  donated,  the  Esso  Standard  Oil  Company  has  agreed  to 
devote  a portion  of  their  paid  advertising  to  promote  this  ''Slow 
Down  and  Live"  program.  The  poster  will  picture  a police  officer 
and  bear  the  message  "Hold  Back  Your  Speed,  Hold  On  To  Your  Life," 

RADAR 


The  Radar  Research  Car  of  New  York  University’s  Center  for 
Safety  Education  will  be  in  Pennsylvania  from  June  lb  to  20  in- 
clusive, but  the  exact  schedule  has  not  yet  been  arranged,  A copy 
of  the  completed  schedule  will  be  included  with  this  kit  of 
material  if  it  is  available  at  the  time  of  mailing.  Watch  for  the 
announcement  of  its  appearance  in  your  neighborhood.  Learn  how 
radar’s  use  can  help  to  control  excessive  speeding, 

GENERAL 

Interest  County  Commissioners,  Township  Supervisors,  Mag- 
istrates, and  other  officials  in  the  problem  of  traffic  safety 
with  particular  emphasis  on  speed  control  in  the  rural  areas.  When- 
ever possible,  speak  to  the  members  of  your  local  service  clubs. 
Many  of  the  members  will  frequently  offer  their  assistance  to  help 
the  safety  program  by  distributing  safety  literature  or  showing 
movies.  Safety  talks  can  be  based  upon  the  material  found  in  the 
booklet  or  pamphlets  attached,  or  we  will  be  glad  to  send  you 
additional  material  for  that  purpose.  As  far  as  it  is  possible, 
enlist  the  support  of  local  officials  and  help  them  as  much  as 
you  can. 
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Finally,  police  officials  have  been  requested  to  co- 
operate with  the  Pennsylvania  Bureau  of  Highway  Safety  by  report 
ing  all  moving  hazardous  traffic  violations  and  in  many  such 
instances  the  reports  will  result  in  a hearing  or  possible  sus- 
pension of  operating  privileges.  Publicize  this  feature.  Let 
local  drivers  know  that  violation  of  the  traffic  law  may  result 
in  the  loss  of  their  drivers’  license.  It’s  one  of  the  most 
effective  controls  you  can  use. 


LIST  OF  PROGRM^  MATERIALS 


Program  Suggestions 
Slow  Down  8.  Live, leaflet 
Speed — Road  to  Death, leaf let 
Killer  Horses , leaf let 


Pass,  Friend,  leaflet 
Radio  Script 
Film  List 

Information  Statement 
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|X)CUr*SENTS  SECT  1 01^ 


Suggested  16  mm,  sound  motion  picture  films  for  use  during  current 
"slow-down"  campaign.  These  films  can  NOT  be  used  with  a silent 
projector.  There  is  no  charge  for  use  of  the  films  except  return 
postage.  Please  try  to  give  two  (2)  or  more  weeks  advance  notice 
and  advise  intended  showing  date  or  dates. 


To  obtain,  write:  Governor’s  Highway  Safety  Advisory  Committee, 
bOO  Finance  Building,  Harrisburg,  Pennsylvania, 


NAViE  QF  FILM 

mNd  then  there  were  four 

16  mm.  sound  film,  26  min.  Drama, 
Tells  a story  about  drivers  from 
five  families  and  how  circum- 
stances in  traffic  eliminates  one 
of  them  by  death  in  an  automobile 
accident.  Particularly  deals  with 
"minor"  violations  that  cease  to 
be  minor  in  a split  second  when 
tragedy  occurs.  Professional 
cast,  dramatic  film. 

Theme:  Importance  of  "minor 

traffic  violations. 

Audience:  All  drivers. 

BQF.RQ^VED  POWER 

19  min.  Drama.  A natural , simple 
account  of  occurances  that,  to- 
day could  take  place  in  the  lives 
of  almost  any  high  school  youth. 

It  is  designed  to  help  build 
good  driving  attitudes,  and  to 
indicate  the  need  to  control  the 
power  of  the  car. 

Theme:  Power  under  control 
Audience:  All  drivers  and 
learners . 


NAME  OF  FILM 
DRIVEN  TO  KILL 

16  mm.  sound  film,  10  rnin.  Drama, 
Showing  that  a good  citizen  may 
be  a reckless  and  thoughtless 
driver  headed  for  a bad  ac- 
cident, Lowell  Thomas,  com- 
mentator , 

Theme:  Driver  courtesy. 

Audience;  All  drivers, 

FATAL  SECONDS 

16  mm,  sound  film,  10  min.  Drama 
and  illustrated  lecture.  Empha- 
sizes the  chances  people  take  to 
save  a few  seconds  that  can  be 
fatal,  as  dramatically  illus- 
trated in  this  film. 

Theme:  Don’t  speed. 

Audience:  All  drivers. 

highv^ay  mania 

16  mm.  sound  film,  12  min.  Drama. 
Documentary  picture  on  traffic 
accidents  and  the  toll  of  life 
and  limb  they  take  each  year  in 
the  United  States. 

Theme:  Needed  aw'arcness  of  Rn— 
portance  of  traffic  safety. 
Audience:  All  drivers  and  adcjlt 
pedestrians . 
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NAiViE  OF  FILM 

IT’S  WANTON  MURDER 

15  nirn,  sound  film,  10  min.  Drama, 
Portrays  the  tragic  toll  which 
carelessness  in  driving  brought 
to  one  family, 

Lowell  Thomas  commentator. 

Theme;  Needless  deaths  result 
from  thoughtless  driving, 
nudience:  All  drivers, 

LAST  DATE 

16mm.,  sound  film- 20  m.in.  Drama, 
I'/hat  happens  when  our  teen-age 
drivers  risk  the  thrills  of  fast, 
show'  off  driving.  Professional 
cast,  dramatic  film. 

Theme:  Don’t  ride  with  showoffs. 

Audience:  Teenagers  and  adults, 

NIGNT  AND  BAD  WEATHER  DRIVING 

16mm,  sound  film-11  min,  Illu-- 
strated  Lecture.  Gives  the  rules 
with  visual  demonstrations,  for 
safe  night  and  bad  weather  driving. 
Theme:  Precautions  tor  night  and 

bad  weather  driving. 

Audience:,  All  drivers. 

SPEED  AND  REFLEXES 


16min.  sound  film.-ll  min.  Illu- 
strated Lecture.  Illustrated  talk 
on  speed,  stopping  distances,  and 
the  forces  that  govern  control  of 
car  stopping  ability. 

Theme:  Relative  importance  of 
speed  and  driver  reflexes. 
Audience:  Learners  and  drivers. 


NAME  OF  FILM 

THE  CHANCE  TO  LOSE 

Idiim,  sound  film — 10  min.  Il- 
lustrated Lecture,  FJeals  with 
the  chances  drivers  take  especi- 
ally at  night,  that  land  them 
in  the  cemetery. 

Theme;  Don’t  take  chances. 
Audience;  All  drivers, 

TOO  CLOSE  FOR  COMFORT 

16mm.  sound  film-8  min.  Illu- 
strated Lecture.  Explains  the 
dangers  of  following  too  closely. 
Theme:  Tailgating, 

Audience;  All  drivers,  parti- 
cularly professionals, 

TOO  FAST  FOR  CONDITIONS 

16mm,  sound  film- 9 min.  Illu- 
strated Lecture.  Explains  how 
various  speeds  are  safe  or  unsafe, 
according  to  various  conditions. 
Theme:  Unsafe  speed. 

Audience:  All  drivers. 

TFAFFIC  VVITH  THE  DEVIL 

16mm.  sound  film- 17  m.in.  Drama, 
Prepared  originally  for  theatri- 
cal distribution.  Presents 
dangers  of  motor  traffic  with 
vision  of  results  of  actual  motor 
accidents  to  illustrate  points. 
Theiiie  : Importance  of  individual 
cooperation  to  slove  traffic 
problems . 

Audience:  Adults, 
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Following  are  descriptions  of  Sornm.  one-minute  sound  motion 
picture  films  suitable  for  use  in  professional  theatres.. 

They  are  particularly  appropriate  for  use  by  Drive-In  theatres. 
The  quantity  is  limited  and  requests  should  be  made  as  far  in 
advance  of  showing  dates  as  possible, 

NAiviE  OF  FILMS  OF  FILMS 

A LIFETIME  GUARi-.NTEE  SAVE  A LIFETIME 

A big  step  in  two  lives  --  the  first  A visual  question  for  all  pede- 


time  Dad  hands  the  car  keys  over  to 
his  teen-age  child.  Shows  why 
parents  must  set  good  examples  in 
traffic , 

Theme;  The  teen-age  driver. 

DEADLY  ODDS 

This  is  the  story  of  a guy  named 
Jim  --  and  the  deadly  odds  he  bet 
his  life  against,  iiere’s  positive 
proof  chances  just  aren't  worth 
taking  in  traffic. 

Theme:  Speed, 

DRIVEN  TO  DESTRUCTION 

IVherein  we  meet  the  thoughtless 
drivers  of  the  nation,  1/e  see  how 
they  prod  normally  careful  drivers 
into  taking  dangerous  chances  -- 
with  sorry  results. 

Theme:  Traffic  courtesy, 

IMPACT 


strians:  Is  the  gamble  of  your 

lifetim.e  worth  the  extra  minute 
you  IviAY  save  by  hurrying? 
Obviously  not,  as  you  see  here. 
Theme;  Pedestrian  safety, 

THE  DEAD  OF  NIGHT 

An  investigator  examines  a vicious 
accident  that  occurred  on  a 
straight j dry  concrete  highway  -- 
at  night.  Emphasizing  the  inno- 
cent-seeming dangers  of  darkness. 
Theme;  Dangers  of  driving  at 
night . 

Vacation  vict liv.s 

Iiiianji,  ^5a»e- 

A smooth,  winding  highway  can  be 
a vicious,  deadly  trap  for  any 
inattentive  holiday  motorist. 

Proof  that  driving  takes  a sharp 
eye  and  an  alert  mind. 

Theme:  Dangers  in  vacation 
driving , 


Shows  how  a driver  may  lose  control 
of  his  car  because  of  speed,  A 60 
mph,  accident  is  compared  with  a 
20  mph,  smashup.  A terse  warrang 
to  all  drivers. 

Theme;  Effects  of  speed  on  stopping. 
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